Power is both a necessity and a danger. Every society requires it—without authority,
laws dissolve, rights decay, and cooperative life becomes impossible. But the same
force that secures liberty can smother it. Chapter 22 examines one of the central
principles of Libraism: power must exist, but always within limits that
preserve equilibrium.

This chapter stands where political philosophy often fails. Systems either
romanticize power (trusting leaders to remain benevolent) or fear it completely
(attempting to dismantle authority, often worsening disorder). Libraism rejects both
extremes. The human world is inherently hierarchical in some respects, cooperative
in others, and unpredictable in its shifting rhythms. Only a dynamic, self-correcting
model of power can prevent the drift toward oppression or collapse.

. The Natural Tendency of Power to Expand

History’s most consistent lesson is simple:
power wants more of itself.

This is not because leaders are inherently wicked; it is because systems reward
consolidation. Wealth accumulates, influence networks grow, fear incentivizes
caution, and organizations protect themselves from perceived threats—internal or
external.

Libraism accepts this natural expansion as a fact to be managed, not a moral failing
to be scolded. If power behaves like gravity—pulling toward concentration—then a
free society must design counterforces strong enough to prevent implosion.

The question is not whether power grows, but how far it should be allowed to
grow before balance is lost.

Il. The Two Axes of Balanced Authority

Libraism defines power across two axes:

1. Horizontal Power — authority distributed among institutions and the
people.
This includes legislative, judicial, executive, civic, economic, and cultural
bodies.



2. Vertical Power — authority concentrated upwards into leadership or
downwards into local governance.
Both are required. The mistake of many systems is choosing one over the
other.

Balance requires that neither axis dominate the other, and that the forces running
along these axes regularly check, correct, and constrain one another.

This is why Libraism emphasizes dynamic balance—not a frozen system of checks
that can themselves calcify, but a living structure that encourages continuous
adjustment as society changes.

I1l. The Fragility of Systems That Expand Power
Without Limit

Unbounded power leads to predictable outcomes:

Leaders become arbiters of morality rather than servants of the public.

Institutions become tools of majorities rather than protectors of rights.

Dissent becomes suspicion.

The people trade liberty for comfort or security.

Economic power merges with political power, creating a hybrid force that no
citizen can meaningfully challenge.

Every collapse of a republic, from Rome to Weimar, began with good intentions and
ended with uncontrolled centralization.

Libraism teaches that when one pillar of authority becomes heavy enough,
all others weaken or snap.



The system fails not at the moment of tyranny, but at the moment balance is lost.

IV. The Equal and Opposite Danger: Power Too
Weak to Sustain Order

Yet a society without sufficient authority becomes equally unstable.
Chaos does not liberate—it consumes.

Where government collapses:
e crime replaces law,
« factions replace community,
e opportunists replace statesmen,
» fear replaces freedom.

This is the paradox many philosophies refuse to accept:
too much power crushes society; too little dissolves it.

The challenge lies not in criticizing power, but in structuring it so that it strengthens
society without dominating it.

Libraism fills the void left by ideological extremes by acknowledging that:
e security is good,
* liberty is good,

e and both must be preserved simultaneously.



V. The Libraist Limit: A Framework for Self-
Correcting Authority

Libraism introduces a standard for evaluating political power: the Libraist Limit.

Power is legitimate only if:
1. It can be challenged without fear.
2. It can be corrected without collapse.
3. It serves the whole, not a faction.
4. It improves the lives of ordinary people.
5. It remains transparent.
6. It can be reduced as easily as it can be expanded.

These conditions act as a perpetual counterweight—guardrails that prevent
authority from tipping too far in any direction.

Under Libraism, every institution, party, office, and leader is measured not by
ideology, but by balance.

VI. The People as the Final Reservoir of Power

No system endures unless the people hold ultimate authority—not as an abstract
concept, but as a practical force.

This requires:



civic education,

strong participation in local governance,

decentralized economic opportunity,

open dialogue,

and a culture that values truth over group identity.

Power returns to the people when they understand it, watch it, and participate in it.

The people maintain balance by being the counterweight that no institution can
overpower.

VIl. Conclusion: A Society Strong Enough to
Remain Free

Chapter 22 closes with a simple Libraist truth:

Freedom survives only when power is strong enough to protect it but
limited enough to fear the people it serves.

The preservation of balance—between authority and liberty, structure and
flexibility, leadership and citizenry—is the defining feature of a society that aspires
not merely to survive, but to remain just.

Libraism offers a way forward rooted not in ideology, but in equilibrium.
It is a political philosophy that understands what history has shown repeatedly:

Civilization thrives only when power exists in tension, not in dominance.
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